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Every common radical on one wall sheet, with its reading, meaning and combining form
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The 100 radicals a Chinese dictionary files characters under, in stroke-count order — the order a dictionary uses. The smaller glyph beside a radical is the form it takes when squeezed
inside a character. The 40 marked in red are the ones a beginner meets first.

+ Print the first page at A3 for a wall, or at A4 to keep in a folder — the layout is sized to stay readable at either.

+ Learn the marked ones first. They are the handful a beginner meets in their first weeks, and they change how every character after them looks.

+ When you meet an unknown character, find its radical here before you look it up. Guessing the meaning from the radical and then checking is what makes the next one stick.

Built from the radicals hub at thepurelanguage.com/radicals, and updated when that page is.

© ThePureLanguage. Free to print, copy and hand out at home or in the classroom, including in a paid class. Please do not resell it or republish it as your own; if you share it online, link to thepurelanguage.com rather than re-hosting the file, so readers get

the corrected version.
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One; horizontal line
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Strength; power
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Again; right hand
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River; stream
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Mound; hill (left ear)
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Axe; a catty (weight)
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Stone; rock
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Vertical line
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Enter
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Wrap

kou
Mouth; opening
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Child; son
— 3
gong
Work; labour
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Shoot with a corded arrow
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Dog; animal
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Speech; words
ya] 4
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Square; direction
E 4

mao
Fur; hair; feather

4
wang

Jade; king
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Altar; spirit; ritual
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Dot
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Eight; divide

E

bt

Spoon; ladle

wéi
Enclosure
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mian
Roof (of a house)

C

ji

Self; oneself
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gong

Bow (weapon)

T

shi
Eat; food

AN
IL)
Xin
Heart; mind
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Sun; day
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Air; steam; breath

UL
jian
To see

7N

hé

Grain; growing rice

N/
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) 1

pié
Left-falling slash

[] 2

jiong
Down box; borders

shi
Ten
— 3
t
Earth; soil
\ I
3
cun
Inch; a little
| 3
jin
Cloth; towel
3
ji
Pig's snout
I|‘ e
3
Xin

Heart (side form)

X
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ge
Halberd; spear

yué
To say; speak
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shui
Water
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bei
Shell; money; wealth
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Bamboo
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Second; twist

1

mi
Cover cloth
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Divination

shi
Scholar; warrior
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xido

Small; little

gan
Dry; shield
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shan
Bristle; hair; rays

f

shou
Hand (side form)

P

hu

Door; household

A

4

yue

Moon; also A flesh

K JIRSN
4
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Fire

F

ché
Cart; vehicle

2

er
Two

\
/ 2
bing
Ice (two-drop water)

|j 2

jié
Seal (kneeling person)

K

3
zht
Go; follow
/N
L
3
wang
Lame; weak
3
yao
Tiny; short thread
1
3
chi

Step; walk (left half of 1T)

~

~ 7}(
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shui

Water (three drops)

=
——
——

= 4
shou
Hand
| 4
mu
Tree; wood
4
zhao
Claw; talon
% @
4
jin
Metal; gold
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Lid; top

—

jT
Small table

>
Q¢ |
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Cliff; shelter

N\

Evening; dusk

F

shi
Corpse; body

-

guang

Broad shelter; roof

w

1

chuo
Walk; movement (£2)

o il

+ i

3
cao
Grass; plant

2

SO

pu
Tap; rap; script (folded
hand)

gian
Yawn; owe; lack

AN

X

fu
Father

tian
Field; farmland

b

rén
Person

S

Knife

>

i
Private; cocoon
3
da
Big; great
| 3
shan
Mountain; hill
3
yin
Long stride
| |
=
3
yi

City; town (right ear)

S

sut
Go slowly; trail behind

X

4
wén

Script; writing; culture
1=
zhi

Stop; foot

H i

4
nid
Cow; ox
| | 5
mu
Eye
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The 100 Chinese Radicals Poster

Every common radical on one wall sheet, with its reading, meaning and combining form

Reference table

The same radicals with characters that contain them. Every one of these has its own page on the site, with stroke order and more examples.

Radical Ina Strok  Pinyin

word es
— — 1 yi
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— 2 you
— 3 kou
— 3 wéi
— 3 tu
— 3 shi
— 3 zhi
— 3 X
— 3 da
— 3 nd

Meaning

One; horizontal line

Vertical line

Dot

Left-falling slash

Second; twist

Two

Lid; top

Person

Legs; son

Enter

Eight; divide

Down box; borders

Cover cloth

Ice (two-drop water)

Small table

Knife

Strength; power

Wrap

Spoon; ladle

Ten

Divination

Seal (kneeling person)

Cliff; shelter

Private; cocoon

Again; right hand

Mouth; opening

Enclosure

Earth; soil

Scholar; warrior

Go; follow

Evening; dusk

Big; great

Woman; female
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Characters that use it
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Every common radical on one wall sheet, with its reading, meaning and combining form
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Strok  Pinyin
ES]

3 zi

3 mian
3 cun
3 xiao
3 wang
3 shi

3 shan
3 chuan
3 gong
3 i

3 jin

3 gan
3 yao
3 guang
3 yin

3 gong
3 yi

3 gong
3 ji

3 shan
3 chi

3 chuo
3 yi

3 fu

3 quan
3 shi

3 Xin

3 shou
3 shuf
3 cao
3 sul

3 St

3 yan
4 Xin

4 ge

Meaning

Child; son

Roof (of a house)

Inch; a little
Small; little
Lame; weak

Corpse; body

Mountain; hill

River; stream

Work; labour

Self; oneself

Cloth; towel

Dry; shield

Tiny; short thread

Broad shelter; roof

Long stride

Two hands; clasp

Shoot with a corded arrow

Bow (weapon)

Pig's snout

Bristle; hair; rays

Step; walk (left half of 7)

Walk; movement (EZ)

City; town (right ear)

Mound; hill (left ear)

Dog; animal

Eat; food

Heart (side form)

Hand (side form)

Water (three drops)

Grass; plant

Go slowly; trail behind

Silk; thread

Speech; words

Heart; mind

Halberd; spear
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Characters that use it
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Every common radical on one wall sheet, with its reading, meaning and combining form

Radical Ina Strok  Pinyin Meaning
word es

ﬁ 4 hu Door; household

— 4 shou Hand

i 4 pu Tap; rap; script (folded hand)
= 4 wén Script; writing; culture

— 4 jin Axe; a catty (weight)

— 4 fang Square; direction

— 4 ri Sun; day

= 4 yue To say; speak

_ 4 yué Moon; also & flesh

— 4 mu Tree; wood

AR I XX AMNNEN DD DS KR HT
|

gian Yawn; owe; lack
— 4 zhi Stop; foot
— 4 dai Death; bad
= 4 mao Fur; hair; feather
— 4 qi Air; steam; breath
= 4 shui Water
i 4 hud Fire
7 4 zhdo Claw; talon
— 4 fu Father
q: 4 nid Cow; ox
— 4 quan Dog
EE £ 4 wang Jade; king
JrIL: =) 4 jian To see
)I_I\ E 4 bei Shell; money; wealth
E $ 4 che Cart; vehicle
% @ 4 jin Metal; gold
EE! — 5 tian Field; farmland
E — 5 mu Eye
E — 5 shi Stone; rock

Characters that use it
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1)
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/j__\ ;1‘( 5 shi Altar; spirit; ritual
EE — 5 hé Grain; growing rice
"|'/]' s 6 zht Bamboo
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